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Googling something is simple, right? You type a word or phrase into the search 

bar and press the Enter key. The thing is, searching in this way often brings up 

thousands of results. There are, however, a couple of tricks that you can use to 

narrow down your search. One is using a search string, which is a specific 

combination of text, numbers, or symbols that a user enters in a search engine to get 

desired results. 

 

Let’s say you hear a cool song but don’t know its title. You google a line from the 

song: you are my sun, moon, and stars, but your results are all about outer space! 

Instead, try placing the phrase in quotation marks (“. . .”). This lets Google know to 

show results that contain the exact phrase. Type “you are my sun, moon, and stars”, 

and you’ll find the song in no time. 

 

Another way to focus your search results is to add a minus sign before an 

unwanted term. Perhaps you’re researching black widow spiders but keep getting 

results about Marvel’s 2021 movie Black Widow. In this case, just type black widow -

marvel, and voila! 


