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  Have you ever heard a fish talk? Have you ever seen monkeys speaking to each 

other? Well, perhaps not, but animals do “talk” to one another. They just don’t use 

words and sentences like people do. Animals show their feelings and give and receive 

information in different ways. They use their senses and their bodies to do so. 

 

  Animals can use their sense of smell to receive messages from each other. That’s 

why many animals have such a good sense of smell. They use their sense of smell to 

avoid danger and to find partners. Some male butterflies have such a strong sense of 

smell that they can smell a female more than three kilometers away. 

 

  Other animals use sound to send out messages. Whales seem to be best at this. 

They sing “songs” that other whales can hear many kilometers away. No one is quite 

sure what the messages of these songs mean, but there is no doubt that whales use 

these messages to talk to one another. 

 

  Body language is another way that animals use to communicate with each other. 

By using body language, they can show their anger, fear, happiness, and friendship. 

To show anger, for example, dogs will show their teeth, and cats will raise their tails. 

To show happiness, monkeys will hold each other when they meet. To show 

friendship, elephants will hold each other’s trunks. 

 

  These are just a few of the many ways that animals communicate. The next time 

you play with your pets or go to the zoo, you can watch how they show their feelings. 


